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Any are the Epiftles I every Day receive 
; from Husbands, who complain of Va. 
nity, Pride, but above all Ill-nature, in 


: their Wives. 1 cannot tell how it is, 
but I think I fee in all their Letters that the Caule 


z their Uneafinels is in themfelves ; and indeed I 


ave hardly ever obferved 5 married Condition 
unhappy, but from want of Judgment or Temper 
inthe Man. The Truth is, we generally make 
Love in a Stile, and with Sentiments very unfit for 
ordinary Life: They are half Theatrical, half Ro- 
mantick. By this éses we raife our Imaginations 
to what.is not to be expested in humane Life ; and 
becaufe we did not before-hand think of the Crea- 
ture we were enamoured of as fubje& to Difhu- 
mour, Age, Sicknefs, Impatience, or Sullennefs, 
but altogether confidered her as the Obje& of Joy, 
humane Nature it felf is often imputed to her as 


her particular Imperfection or Defect. 


‘ Itake it to be a Rule proper to be obferved in 
all Occurrences of Life, but more efpecially in the 
domeftick or matrimonial Part of it, to preferve al- 
ways a Difpofition to be pleafed. This cannot be 
fupported but by confidering things in their right 
Light, and as Nature has formed them, and not as 
our own Fancies pr Appetites would have them. 
He then who took a young Lady to his Bed, with 
no Other Confideration than the Expe€tation of 
Scenes of Dalliance, and thought of her (as! faid 
before) only as fhe was to adminifter to the Gratifi- 
cation of Defire ; as that Defire flags, will, with- 
out her Fault, think her Charms and her Merit.a- 
bated : From hence muft follow Indifference, Dif- 
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like, Peevifhnefs, and Rage. Butthe Man who 
brings his Reafon to {upport his Paflion, and be- 
holds what he loves as fiable to all the Calamities 
of humane Life both in Body and Mind, and even 
at the beft, what muft bring upon him new Cares 
and new Relations ; fuch a Lover, I fay, will 
furm himfelf accordingly, and adapt his Mind to 
the Nature of his Circumftances. This latter Per- 
fon will be prepared to be a Father, a Friend, an 
Advocate, a Steward for People yet unborn, and 
has proper Aftections ready for every Incident in 
the Marriage-State.. Such a Man ‘can hear the 
Cries of Children with Pity inftead of Anger ; and 
when they run over his Head, he is not difturbed 
at their Noife, but is glad of their Mirth and 
Health. ‘Tom Trufty has told me, that he thinks 
it doubles his Atfention to the moft intricate Affair 
he is about, to hear his Children, for whom alli his 
Cares are applied, make a Noife in the next Room: 
On the other Side, Will Sparkifo cannot put on his 
! or adjuft his Cravat at the Glafs, for the 
Noife of thofe damn’d Nurfes and {qualwing Brats ; 
and then ends with a gallant Reflection upon the 
Comforts of Matrimony, runs out of the Hearing, 
and drives to the Chocolate-houfe. 


According asthe Husband is difpofed in himfeif, 
every Circumftance of his Life is to give him Tor- 
ment or Pleafure, When the Affection is well 
placed, and fupported by the Confiderations of Du- 
ty, Honour, and Friendfhip, which are in the 
higheft Degree engaged in this Alliance, there can 
nothing arsfe in the common Courfe of Life, or 
from the Blows or Favours of Fortune, in which a 
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Man will not find Matters of fome Deliyiit unknown 
tu a fing'e Condition. 


He that fincerely loves his Wife and Family, 

and fludizs to improve that AffeSion in him{felt, 
conceit«s Pheafure from the-mott inditkcrent things 5 
while the married Man who has not bid adicu to 
the Safhions and falfe Gallantries of thé Town, is 
perplexed with every thing around him. In both 
theie Cafes Men cannot, indeed, make a fillier Fi- 
gure, than in repeating {uch Pleafures and Pains to 
the refi of the World; but 1l{peak of them only, 
as they ft upon thofe who are involved in them. 
As | vifit ail Sorts of Peopie, I cannot indeed but 
fmile, when the good.Lady tells her Iusband 
What extraordinary thifgs the Child {poke ‘fice 
he went out. No longer than Yetterday I was vre- 
railed with to go home with a fond Husband ; and 
his Wife told him, that his Son, of his own Head, 
when the Clock ia the Parlour ftruck Two, faid 
Pappa would come home to Dinner prefently. While 
the Father has him in a Rapture in his Arms, and 
is drowning him with Kiiles, the Wife tells me he 
is but juft four Year old. Then they both sat, 8 
for liits; and bring him up to mé, and repeat his 
Obtervation of two a Clock. I was called upon 
by Looks upon the Child, and then at me, to fay 
fomethieg ; and I told the Father,that this Remark 
of ‘the Infant of his coming home, and joyning the 
‘Time wich it, wasa ome bablention that he would 
be a great Hiftorian and Chronologer. They are 
neither of them Fools, yet received my Compli- 
ment with great Acknowledgment of my Preicience. 
I fared very well at Dinner, and heard many o- 
ther notable Sayings of their Heir, which would 
have given very little Entertainment to one lefs 
turn’d to Refleétion than I was; but it wasa 
pleafing Speculation to remark on the Happinefs 
of a Lite, in which Things of no Moment give 
Occafions of Hope, Self-Satisfa&tion, and Tri- 
umph. Onthe other Hand, I have known an ill- 
natur'd Coxcomb, who was hardly improved in 
any thing but Bulk, for want of this Difpofition, 
filence the whole Family, asa Set of filly Women 
and Children, for recounting Things which were 
realiy above his own Capacity. 


When I fay all this, I cannot deny but there 
‘are perverfe Jades that fall to Mens Lots, with 
‘whom it requires more than common Proficiency 
in Philofophy to be able to live. When thefe are 
join’d to Men of warm Spirits, without Temper 
or Learning, they are frequently corrected with 
Stripes ; but one of our famous Lawyers is of Opi- 
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tion, That this ought to be ufed fparingly. Asf 
remember thofe are his very: Words ;* but’ as jt is 
ptoper to draw fome fpiritual Ufe out of all Af. 
Hliétions, 1 fhould rather recommend to thofe-who 
ate vifited with Women of Spirit, ‘to fora them. 
felves for the World by Patience:at home. Socrates, 
who vis by all: Accounts the tndoubted.-Mrad of 
the Se& of the Hen-peck'd, own'd and acknowledg’d 
that ke ow’d great part of his Virtue to the Exer. 
cife which lus ufeful Wife conftantly ‘gave ir 
There are feveral good Inftru€tions may be ditwg 
from his wife Anfwers to People of ltefs Fortitudé 
than himfelf on her Subject. A Friend, with 
Indignation, ask’d how fo good a Man cou'd live 


‘with fo violent a Creature? He obferv'd to him, 


Thar zhey who learn to keep a cood Seat on Horfetack, 
mount the leaft maageable they can get, and when thy 
have mafter’d them, they are fure never to be difcom- 
pofed on the Backs of Steeds lefs reftive. At feveral 
Times, to different Perfons, on the fame Subje&, 
he has faid, My dear Friend, you are behsiden :o 
Xantippe chat I bear fo well your Alying-out in a 
Difpute. To another, My Hen clacks very much, but 
foe brings me Chickens. ‘They that live ia a trading 
Street, are not difturbed at the Paffage of Carts.1 would 
have, if pofiible, a wife Man be contented with 
his Lot, even. with a Shrew; for tho’ he cannot 
make her better, he may, you fec, make himfelf 
better by her Means, 


But, inftead of purfuing my Defign of difplayin 
Conjugal Love 5 its to be Sraaies ee 
traétions, 1 am got into Tales to the Difadvantage 
of that State of Life. I muft fay therefore that 
1 am verily perfwaded, that whatever is delight- 
ful in humane Life, is to be enjoyed in greater 
Perfe&tion in the marry’d, than inthe fingle Con 
dition. He that has this Paffion in Perfeétion, in 
Occafions of Joy can fay to himfe f, befides his 
own Satisfa&tion, How happy will this make m 
Wife and Children? Upon Occurrences of Dittrels 
or Danger can comfort himfclf, bur all this while 
my Wife and Children are De There is fomething 
in it that doubles Satisfaétions, becaufe others 
participate them ; and difpels Affliftions, becaufe 
others are exempt from them. All who are mar- 
ried without this Relifh of their Circumftance, are 
either in.a taftelefs Indolence and Negligence, which 
is hardly to be attain’d, or elfe live in the hourly 
Repetition of fharp Anfwers, eager Upbraidings, 
rm diftra&ting Reproaches. Ina Word, the mar- 
ried State, with and without the Affeétion fuitable 
to it, is the fompleateft Image of Heaven and 
‘Hell we are capable of receiving in this Life. 
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